16 [ASSEMBLY.]

the position as it comes to us day by day;
not going back on the past, except in so far as
it wul indieate what to do at present and in
the iufere—I can see no prospect whatever of
this country being put on a sound foundation
antil, in the first place, we get rid of some
of those Ministers and until the whole Cabinet,
and not a member of it only, i thoroughly im-
bued with the principles enunciated so clearly
and so ably by the leader of the llouse only a
few weeks ago.

On motion by Hon. H. Millington, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SUPPLY BILL.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.
Colebatech—Engt) [5.6]: I had expected that
the Supply Bill would have been down from
another place this eveming, but ounr proceed-
ings terminated more quickly than was ex-
pecied. I do not know that there is any oceca-
sion to wait for that Bill. It was my intention
only to move the first reading to-night, but I
formally give notice now that to-morrow I shall
move for the suspension of such Standing
Orders as will preclude the dealing with the
Supply Bill before we complete the debate on
the Address-in-reply. I move—
‘‘That the House do now adjourn.’’
Question put and passed.

Houge adjourned at 5.9 p.m,

Legislative Assembly,

Tuesduy, 2¥th August, 1913,

—_—————

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers. .

[For ‘‘Papers Presanted’’ and ‘‘Questions
on Notice’’ see ‘‘Votes and Procecdings.’’]

BILLS3 ASSENTED TO.
Mr. SPEAKER: I desire to lay on the table
a list of the Bills passed during last session and
assented to by His Excellency the Governor
during recess.

DAYS AND HOURS.
H. B. Lefroy—

SITTING
The PREMIER (Hon.
Moore) [4.51]: I move—
That the House, wunless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the dJdespateh of
business on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays at 430 p.m., and shall sit until
6.15 p.m., if necessary; and, if requisite,
from 7,30 p.m., onwards.

Mr. JOHNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)
[+52]: Since I have been in the House from
time to time I have had the privilege of ad-
vocating that Parliament should sit in the day
time during at least portion of its sittings. It
is well known to the Premier and members of
the House that the Federal Parliament sits at
eleven o’clock in the morning every day. T
have here a Federal ‘*Hansard’’ which shows
that on the occasion of the opening of each
of its sittings, the Speaker or President as the
case may be, takes the Chair at eleven,o’clock
in the morning. That House transacts its
very important buginess during the day time.
In Vietorin a somewhat different procedure
has been, and I think is at present being,
adopted, one which tries to meet the require-
ments of the Ministers and those whose busi-
ness occupies their time during the day, but
at the zame time shows some measure of con-
sideration to members who represent country
constituencies, The procedure adopted in Vie-
toria is that when the House is sitting three
days a week, on the third day of the week it
sits at eleven o’clock in the morning until

about five or six in the afternoon, T
have been present in the Parliament
House of that State when that pro-

cedore has been adopted, and members have
been able to get away at five o’clock in the
evening for their week-ends at their homes.
This question was brought up before the Gov-
ernment at the beginning of this Parliament. 1
think the leader of the House promised to give
gsome consideration to the question of adopting
this latter procedure, I suggest that the Gov-
ernment should adopi the reselution outlined
by the Premier, so far a3 Tuesdays and Wed-
nesdays sittings are concerned, but that on
Thursdays we should meet at, say, eleven in
the morning and adjourn at about five
o’clock in the afternoon.

Mr. Harrison: Wonld there be an interval
for luncheon?

Me, JOHNSTON: Half an hour or so conld
be devoted to that. Whatever arguments
might have been nsed in favour of sitting in
the day time before the alteration in the train
service took place, since thot alteration those
argunents have been intensified, and largely
incrensed. We lhave no night train to
the Great Southern district onm Thursdays, and
I understand that the Northern districts have
no Friduy train at sll. To those parts of the
State as well as to the goldficlds the trains
leave Perth on Thursday afternoon. I feel
gure that the QGovernment are at ail times
readly to consider country members in a claim
for consideration of this sort, and so far as the
Thursday sittings are concerned T ask the Pre-
mier to give considcration to this alteration.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [4.53]:. T
support the remarks of the member for
Williams-Narrogin. Most of the trains leave
for the country districts at between five and
six o’clock on Thursday afternoons, and in
these circumstances T think the Government
can reasonably alter the sittings on Thuraday
to enable members to get that particular train.
On the occasion of the opening of last session
the member for Williams-Narrogin brought
forward this matter, and the Premier gave an
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undertaking that the Government would go
into it and see what could be done.  Seeing
that this iz not a practice which is entirely un-
known in other parts of the world, and in faet
is adopted in other parts of Australia, the
Government can reasonahly adopt the par-
ticular suggestion outlined by the hon. member,
and give effect to what he has proposed. Im
any case the Government might be able to
arrange the buginess of the House differently
and cnable private members to get away on
Thursday. Many motions come forward in the
name of private members, and, as we are not
all interested in the particular matters brought
forward, some of us might be able to get away
and not be obliged to stay here for three or
four days unnecessarily., 1 support any move
in the direetion of altering the hours for
Thursday.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [455]: I
pmove an amendment—

‘“That all the words after ‘and Thurs-
days’ be struck out and the following in-
serted in lien:—and on Thuradays at twelve
noon to 1.15 p.m, if necessary, and if re-
quisite from 2.30¢ p,m. onwards.’ ?’ :

As a country member I hope the House will
agree to this amendment. The present hours
are very inconvenient for country members,
whe have to put in the whole of their time in
attendance at Parliament House, as the pre-
sent train service is so unsuitable, The train
service for the Great Souwthern is most incon-
venient. T feel that it will greatly facilitate
matters if this alteration is made, because
country members would be reluctant to be ab-
sent from sittings of the House,  That, of
course, might be a Dblessing in some ways, but
we have been elected to represent our comstitu-
cncies and those of us who are keen on doing
our duty to these who sent us to represent
them would like to be present at all meetings
of the House, I trust the Premier will accept
the amendment, and Dbelieve it will smit the
couvenience of the majority of members,

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [4.57]: I second
the amendment, and would like to point out
that the mails for Geraldton leave Perth on
Thureday night and return to Perth on Tues-
day night. Two mail trains leave Perth for
Geraldien on Thursdays within an hour of
cach other. We are forced, in order to be
present at the Houae, to take the Saturday’s
ordinary train te Geraldton and return on
the Monday’s ordinary train. If we return
by the Tuesday night’s frain we must miss
Tnesday night’s sitting, and if we leave for
Geraldton by the Thursday train we must
miss Thursday night's sitting. Under the
circamstaneces I think we are justified in
asking for this alteration in regard to Thurs-
day sittings.

Hon. P. Collier: I would point out that if
the motion be amended in the form desired by
the member for Katanning, there will then be
no hour for meeting set down either on Tues-
day or Wednesday, ’

My, Thomson: The words contained in my

amendmnent come in in place of the deleted

words, i
Hon. P. Collier: ¥ know what the hon. mem-
ber's intention is, but his amendment does not

express it. It seems to me that the original
motion is so amended that there is no time
set down for sittings on Tuesday or Wednes-
day.

The PREMIER: {(Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore} [6.1]: Several members have spoken
to me on this matter; and I do know that it
is most inconvenient for hon. members living
in the country to sit on Thursday night, be-
cause it means that many of them cannot
leave town for their homes until, Saturday
morning seme, and Saturday afternoon others.
At one time the train arrangements permitted
those hon. members to leave Perth or Friday;
but with the present train arrangements the
position is as I have stated, and causes great
inconvenience, My desire i to meet the
wishes of hon. members, and the matter is
entirely in their hands. Tt is not for the
Governnient absolutely to lay down the hours
of sitting. I do not regard the amendment
as unreasonable, or as likely to be in any way
prejudicial to the work of the House.

Hon, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [53]: I am
rather sorry that thus early in the session
there should be an exhibition of the Govern-
ment’s want of settled ideas, even upon a
comparatively unimportant matter of this
nature. The Premier said that the fixing of
the hours was not & matter for the Govern-
ment, but one for the convenience of mem-
bera.

The Premier: Not entirely.

Hon. P. COLLIER: As a fact, in the past,
the fixing of the hours has always been done
with a regard for the coovenience of Minis-
ters and not that of members. What is the
argument that has ever been used againat day
sittings but that it would be impossible for
Ministers to attend to their departmental work
under such conditions? Have we not heard
that argument urged even against the House
meeting at & o’clock or 3.30 in the afternoon?
But now the Premier says the sitting hours
are of no importance to Ministers. For that
matter, the convenignee of private members
might be best studied by meeting at 11 a.m.,,
or at noon, on all three sitting days. What
we are observing now is another yielding to
the power behind the throne, The amend-
ment would have been at onee opposed on the
grounds I have indieated, had it come from
this side of the House.

The Premier: Not at all.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The remarkable fact
remains that the Premier has entirely re-
verged the reasons for opposing such an
amendment, turning them into reasons for ae-
cepting it. Those reasons have always been
advanced in past sessions against earlier meet-
ing. And there are other considerations than
the convenience of members of the Country
party. There is the coavenience, for in-
stance, of City members, who have their busi-
nesses to look after.

Mr. Maley: Do you say Country party mem-
bers have no private interests to look after?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am pretty well con-
vinced that the mover of the amendment was
sure, before he maved it, of its reception by
the Government, For my part, I do not mind
meeting early every day.
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Hon. J. Mitehell: The early meeting will
involve giving two days’ notice of questions,

Hon, P. COLLIER: I1f the long programme
of legislation outlined by the Governor’s
Specch is to be carried out and the session
to terminate before Christmas, plainly we
sliall have to sit earlier and longer. What
members on the cross-benches say, goes; and
I presume the amendment will be carried ir-
respective of whether it is opposed by mem-
bers on this side of the House.

Mr. BROWN (Subiaco) [6.10]: I oppose
the amendment on the ground that there
cught to be uniformity in the hours of sit-
ting. Either let us have no day meeting, or
else let every sitting of the House take place
during the daytime. The adoption of the
amendment will not necessarily enable mem-
bers of the Couuntry party to leave for their
homes on Thursday. In order to achieve that
end it will be necessary to limit the length
of Thursday’s sitting.

Mr. PILEINGTON {Perth) [5.11]: While
ngt viewing the amendment with complete
approval, I suggest that if there is to be a
change of this kind, some little notice ought
to be given of it. Should the amendment
come into force unmediately, great incoaven-
ience would be caused, whereas a fortnight’s
notice, or perhaps three weeks’ notice, wonld
enable members to adjust themselves to the
new arrangemevt. One does not wish to be
placed in the position of having to break
either an engagement outside this Chamber
or one's engagement to be here. I suggest the
Government accept the amendment only on
condition that it is not to come inte forece
nntil a fortnight or three wecks hence.

Hon, T. WALEKER (Eanowna) [5.12]: Tt
is a demonstration of the possibilities of war
time when the Premier makes such a volte
face. The amendment is one which has been
proposed in session after session. 1 helieve
it was moved even by yourself, Mr. Speaker,
while octeupying a seat on the floor of the
Chamber, What has been the invariable ans-
wer to proposals that the House shounld meet
in the day time? That if Ministers are to
meet adequately the great needs of the coun-
try as expressed through administration, they
must have the day time at their offices.

Mr. Johnston: How about the Federal Par-
liament$ The Federal Houses meet cach day
during the day time. '

Hon. T. WALEKER: I question whether the
Federal Parliament bas as much to do in the
small matters of administration as this Par-
liament has—those small matters whieh reqnire
attention in a young, developing eountry such
as this, with all the needs of a population that
ig beginning to build np a State, There is the
point, too, suggested by my leader, that mem-
bers of the Federal Parliament have to attend
from the other States, and that therefore day
gittings may suit their convenience. But I be-
lieve Ministerial administration to be meorne
exacting in this State than it is in the Com-
monwealth. If our Ministers are to attend to
their administrative duties, they cannot be here
during the day. How has it come about that
the demands of Ministers for time in their
own offices are g0 easily forgotten? Is it sim-
ply because the amendment proceeds from an

important section of this Chamber? There is
no weakening of the argument against this
proposal trom last session, no weakening of the
argument from all the sessions that have gove
by.

Hon. J. Mitchell: The objection always came
Erom Ministers themselves.

Hon, T. WALKER: Undoubtedly. Those
who know what is necessary if a Minister is
to periorm the work of administration con-
seientionsly, will always object to day meet-
ings, There must be no opening for the excuse
that Ministers require this adjournment and
that adjournment, and this recess and the other
recess, purely that they may ecatch up with
administrative work. Ministers want to get
level with their duties which may be in arrears,
and now we have it complacently agreed to
hy the Premier himself that if hon. members

-who represent country constituencies desire to

leave them for their homes on Thursday night
Parliament shall be asked to meet on Thurs-
day morning. So that for the convenience of
country members the public are to be injured,
or at least denied their rights of attending at
the various departments to interview Ministers
on matters affecting the welfare of the State.
1f cver there was an expression of drift we
have it here from the Premier. ¢‘Let things
go; what do you want, gentlemen?’’ is what
he says.

Mr. Thomson: Are you now in a dug-out or
ure you entrenched?

Hon, T. WALKER: If the hon. member can
make a jest out of this matter he is welcome
to do so; but as every institution has its clown,
Parliament can be proud of its representative.
The proposal means that we shall close up all
the departmoents of State so that the eouaniry
members may have their Thursday pieniec.
That is practieally what the Premier has told
us. Administration is nothing. All the busi-
ness of the country will he placed at the dis-
posal of country members to enable them to
cateh their trains and to keep the Government
in office. To make an innovation like this at
sach a time, is, if T may use the term, astonnd-
ing, If the argument is good for Thursday,
it is good for Tuesday and Wednesday as well,
but if Ministers are to have daylight for their
work then we must adhere to our own hours,
Hon. members must suffer inconvenience for the
aake of the pnblie. T admit it is inconvenient
to have to sit at night time, especially to the
hour when churchyards yawn and graves give up
their dead; and we have to suffer in order
that the public may be benefited and that the
public may have access to the Ministerial
offices. We are here for the public welfare and
not to study our own convenience, and if the
work ia to be done and done properly and open
to the public gaze, then the Government offices
must be attended to by Ministers in the day
time, during usual office houra when men are
about transacting business, and when they have
business to transact with the State. T shall
oppose this inconsistency, this easy sliding
into an irresponsible condition when Ministers
ean be told what they are to do and com-
placently do it as if they were devoid of any
s;alne whatever of the responsibilities cast upon
them,
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Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [6.5]: The
amendment asks that we shounld meet earlier
on Thursdays so that country members may
be able to cateh evening traims. If the busi-
ness of Parliament will not suffer, I do not see
that there ean be much complaint against the
proposal. But I believe that the business of
Parliament will suffer, and I do not believe
we shall get through the amount of work that
we have been accustomed to do when commenc-
ing the sitting at 4.30. Opposition to the pro-
posal to sit earlier has always come from the
Government. All hon members have, however,
aupported the meeting at an earlier hour of
the day. I remember when we were in office
we were urged time and again by members on
both sides of the House to begin the sittinge in
the morning.

Hon. W. C. Anpwin: You tried it but it was
a failure.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T do not know that
we did try it.

Hon. T, Walker: It will be a failure,

Hon. P, Collier: No busginess will be done.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I remember now we
did try it. I know that it will be ineonvenient
to meet at noon, and I know that the work of
° Ministers will be hampered, while the publie
will suffer also. T am not much econcerned
abont the publie, however; it is a matter for
Minigters to determine. What I am econcerned
about is, whether, by meeting earlier, we shall
be prolonging the session. At the same time
I think the convenience of country members
should be stndied, because they give up more
time to Parliamentary duties than do the City
men.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That ia a question.

Hon, J, MITCHELL: I think they do, by
reason of the fact that many of them have to
travel long distances, even as far as the gold-
fields and Albany, and in c¢oming to Perth
they have to spend a good deal of the day, or
night, in the train. Personally, while T wounld
be pleased to get home on Thursday evenings,
if it is better for the business of the country
that we shonld meet in the morning, T would
say that we should begin our Juties at the
earlier hour. T think hon. members might give
the proposal a trial and, if it does mot work
satisfactorily, it will be possible for the Gov-
ernment to revert to the old order of things.
Wae are meeting very late this year; it is already
the end of August, and T would like to see
the session close before Christmas, and in order
to bring that about T wonld willingly agree
to sit on four days of each wcek. The pro-
posal, a8 it stands, will, in my opinion, have
the effeet of prolonging the session.

Hon. P. Collier: No doubt about that.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We shall know all
n.bo;lt it after having given it a few weeks’
trial.,

Hon. T. Walker: We shall go on sitting into
Thuraday night as well as all day.

Amendment (that the word *‘Thursday’’ be
striaek out) put and a division taken with the
following result:——

Ayes .. . .. .. 22
Noes .. .. .. .. 15
Majority for .. T

AYES,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr. Chesson Mr. R. T. Rebinson
Mr, Durack Mr. Rocke
Mr, Gardiner Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Thomson
Mr. Harrison Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hickmott Me, Veryard
Mr. Hudson Mr. Willeock
Mr, Johnston Mr. Willmott
Mr., Lefroy M?. Hardwick
Mr, Maley {Taller.)
Mr, Mlichell
NOES,
Mr. Angwin Ar. Mullany
Mr. Brown Mr. Munsia
Mr. Colller Mr. Nalrn
Mr, Davles Mr, Pilkington
Mr. Draper Mr. Teesdale
Mt, Green Mr. Walker
Mr Jones Mr. Q'Loghlen
Mr. Lutey (Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.

Hou, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.30]: Now
that we have decided to have a day sitting
on Thursday, I thick we should come at
eleven o’clock instead of twelve noon. Let
ug do the thing properly. It will be impos-
sible for Ministers to do any work worth
while in their offices before ¢oming here at
twelve noon, so the adoption of that hour
would mean the wasting of the merning by
members and Minigters alike. If we wish the
public to believe that we are anxious to do
the work in day-time, let us not adopt the
IWW. goslow hour of twelve noon. Tt
would he better to make it 10.30 a.m.

The Colonial Treasurer. Why not come be-
fore breakfast?

Hon. P. COLLTER: There is a good deal
of difference between 10.30 a.m. and ‘‘before
breakfast.”” I am surprised at members
anxious to gel the work dene in day-time so
that they might leave town for their homes
agreeing to meet at twelve noom. At the
very latest we should meet at eleven, and I
do mot think that 10.30 wonld be too early.
I have in mind the rising hours of some of
my friends in the Chamber, and to meet their
convenience I will not suggest anything
earlier than bhalf-past ten.

Mr. Draper: Suggest six o’clock and then
they neced not go to bed.

Hon, . COLLIER: In this Chamber we
are frequently reminded of what the boys in
the trenches are undergoing. I notice that
nearly all the big offensives commence at
half-past four or a quarter to five in the
morning. If the boys in the trenches fighting
for us and our liberty, ean get over the para-
pet with their Yives in their hands at half-
past four ir the morning, it would not be too
much if we assembled here ready for business at
seven o’clock in the morning, Let hon. members
be congistent. At a time like this, when the
whole scheme of things throughout the world
has heen capsized, let us show our men over-
seas that we on our part are determined val-
iantly to do our bit in Ausiralia, let us meet
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at a reasonably early hour. I move an
amendment on the amendment—
““That ‘twelve noon’ be struck out, with

a view to inserting other words.'’

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [5.35]: I am
somewhat surprised at the opposition shown
hy certain lhion, members.

Hon, P, Collier: Oppesition to what?

Mr, THOMSON: To twelve noon and also
to the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not under discus-
sion.

Mr. THOMSON: I presume I am entitled
to traverse some of the argmnents.

Mr. SPEAKER: Only in respeet of the
amendment to strike out twelve noon.

Mr. THOMSON: I am sorry, for I would
have liked to reply. However, I am quite
agreeable to accept eleven o’clock. I am
pleased that the leader of the Oppesition has
seen the error of his ways, and withdrawn his
objections to the motion, recognising that even
this mueh-despised party on the eross-benches
is entitled to a certain amount of consideration.
T will aceept the hon. member’s amendment,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bowlder) [5.38]: I
move an amendment—

““That ‘ten o’clock’ be inserted.”’

Mr. Thomsgon: I wnderstood the hon. mem

ber to say that he would move eleven o’clock.
1 wonld not have accepted his amendment had
T known. I object to his making a faree of
the question.
" Ton. P. COLLTIER: The hon. member has
nothing te complain about. If he was willing
to meet at any hour earlier than twelve noon
he must have accepted the amendment to strike
oub twelve noon, It is now for the House to
say what hour shall be inserted, and the hon.
member hag a voice.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. LEFROY—
Moore) [5.39]: I am unable to support the
hon. member’s amendment for tem o’clock.
The hon. member might agree to eleven o’clock,
I am desirons of giving the House as much
time as possible during the day for the dis-
cussion of business, but ten o’clock is too early
for Ministers. Hon, members might get here
at six o’clock without suffering any harm, but
if we meet at eleven o’clock it will enable
Ministers to attend to at least soma work in
their offices before coming to the House. I
am in my office before ten o’clock, and the
game ean be said for other Ministers. The
hon. member must realise that eleven o’clock
is a much more suitable hour than ten o’clock.
T am unable to agree to ten o’clock, but I
will agree to eleven o’clock.

Mr. O'Loghlen: After a month’s experience
yon will regret having made a change at all.

The PREMTER: Eleven o’clock will smit
the Government mueh better than ten o’clock,
for Ministers will then be able to do some work
before coming here,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.40]: We started day sittings once
before, and it proved a failure, It may not
prove a failure this time, because the members
on the cross-benches may succeed in altering
the position. Mowever, I have my doubts in
regard to that. It will take a lot to eonvince

we that Ministers can do anything in their
offices before coming here at eleven o’elock.

The Minister for Railways: That is from
yourr own experielme.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister for
Railways is not more anxious for work than
are others,

The Minister for Mines:
long before eleven o’clock.

The Premier: It will enable ns to do o lot
on Thursday might.

"Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Minister who
leaves here at eleven o’clock or twelve o’clock
o Wednesday night is not going to be in his
office carly on Thursday morning before com-
ing here again at cleven o’clock a.m. He
would searcely have time to go through one
file. T think the time has arrived when it is
necessary that Ministers should give close at-
tention to their work instead of rushing it
through on the score that they have to come to
Parliament. If we are to start morning sessions
let us give it a fair trial. Surely no one ean
complain of ten o’clock. In my opinion
eleven o’elock i3 too late, notwithstarding
which Ministers could not attend to business
before coming here at that hour, If we meet
at ten o’clock we shall have an opportunity of
getting through business in time to enable
country members to leave for their homes at
five o’clock, that is, if they want to. I am
confident that some of them are not anxious
to go home at five o0’clock.

Hon. P. Collier: They want to go to the
pictures,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T have not the least
donbt that this amendment has been forcad
on the Government. In my opinion the Gov-
ernment would rather meet at 4.30 p.m. than
at any other time, TIf hon. members are
anxious to meet in the morning, let them give
proof of their anxiety by coming along at ten
o'clock. T am sure that if they do that and
work here all day, the new system will prove
a fiagco, as it did once before.

The Premier: I am asking for cleven o’elock
to suit the convenience of Ministers.

Hon. T. Walker: No break in the day’s
work can possibly svit Ministers.

The Minister for Railways: We counld not
get the Notice Paper printed and distributed
by ten o’clock,

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: It has been done
before. Of course we could not expect to get
the Questions.

Mr. Harrigon: Would they be a losst?

Hou, W. C. ANGWIN: I could easily under-
stand the hon, member wanting an early
answer to some question which he may have
asked. I do not believe that Ministers would
attend to any of their office work on Thurs-
days if Parliament met at 11 o’clock in the
morning, At all events I hope hon, members
will give the 10 o’clock proposal a fair trial.

Amendment (to insert ‘‘ten o’elock’') put
and a division taken with the following re-
sult:—

I get to the office

Ayes .. . .. 186
Noes .. . L2
Majority against o 5



[27 Aveust, 1918.] 21

Aves.

Mr. Angwin Mr, Mullany

Mr. Brown Mr. Munsle

Mr, Cheseon Mr. Rocke

Mr. Collfer Mr, Teesdale

Mr, Davies Mr. Underwood

Mr Jones Mr. Walker

Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock

Mr. Lutey Mr. O'Loghlen

(Teller.)

NoEs.

Mr. Angelo Mr. Mlichell

Mr. Draper Mr. Money

Mr. Durack Mr. Nairn

Mr. Gardiner Mr. Pllkington

Mr. Griffiths Mr. R. T. Robinzon

Mr. Harrlson Mr. Stubbs

Mr. Hickmott Mr. Thomson

Mr. Hudson Mr. Veryard

Mr. Johnston Mr. Willmott

Mr. Lefroy Mr. Hardwick

Mr. Maley {Teller.}

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question now is that
the words ‘‘eleven o’cloek’’ he inserted.

Hon. . Collier: The motion will be finally
disposed of if that is carried?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.

Hon. P, Collier: It would be just as well
to fix the hour of closing.

Amendment (to insert ‘‘eleven o’cloek’”)
put and passed.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.50]: T move a further amend-
ment—

‘*That the word ‘onward’ be strnek oub
and ‘to 5 o’clock pum.’ inserted in lieun.”’
I believe the innovation has been brought for-
ward for the purpose of allowing members of
the Country party to reach their homes for the
week end, and to carry out this purpose it is
perely necessary to have a limit placed on the
length of the sitting on ‘Chursday.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [5.52]: Whilst
I realise that probably the intention of the
mover of the first amendment was to give hon.
members living in the country an opportunity
of catching their trains om Thorsday even-
ing——

Hon. R. H. Underwnod (Homorary Minis-
ter}: Say to Marble Bar.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not going to be a
party to imposing a limit upon the sitting
of the House on that day, and to say that
the sitting shall be closed at 5 o’clock in order
to suit the convenience of some hon. members,
If the business of the country demands that
we should eit after 5 o'ecloek it is our duty
to attend to that business. Tt is not our duty
to congider the question of running off to owr
homes at 5 o’clock in the afternoon if there
iz work to be dome here. If the business of
the House warrants our closing down at that
hour, I have no objection. Left hon, members
cateh their trains if they wish to do so. They
have placed themselves in this position: By
amending the motfion to provide for meeting
at 11 o’clock on Thursday morning, all they
have donme is to increase the time for sitting
on that day from 11 o’clock in the morning

until 4.30 in the afternoon, and from then on-
wards to any time which may be thought fit.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Possibly until Saturday morning.

Mr. MUNSIE: That is so. I must oppose
any scheme to close down on the business of
this Chamber when there is business to be
transacted. If we have the coumtry’s work
to de, it is our duty to be here to do it.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.55]: If
those hon, members who brought forward
this question of meeting early on Thursday
are consistent, or are going to achieve the
objoet they have in view, they are bound te
support the amendment, Omnly one reason
has been advanced for altering the sitting
hours on Thursday, namely, that wmembers
living in the country should have an op-
portunity of catehing their trains on Thurs-
day afternoons or evenings, If, after all, the
House may siill sit on Thursday evenings,
the object will have been defeated.

Mr. Munsie: I am going to be consistent,
I am up against the object.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not mind sitting
on, but the ¢bject members have in view will
be defeated unless they have it included in
the Sessional Orders that the House shall
close at & definite hour, I have no
doubt that Dbefore many weeks are
over we shall find that the business of the
House will demand that we sit on Thursday
cvenings. It appears from past experience
that day sittings have been a total failure.
I am surprised at the Government giving
way in thiz matfer, because they will find
that they will gquiekly get behind in their
administrative work. We shall then have
Ministers complaining in the House that they
find altogether ingufficient time in which to
carry out their official duties. That argu-
ment will alse be wused for the purpose of
continuing the sittings on Thursday even-
ing. The House should close at a fixed hour,
either at 4.30 pm. or 5 p.m. on Thursdays.
In order to give hon. members an oppertunity
of achieving their desire I intend to sup-
port the amcndment. '

Mr. HARDWICK (East Perth) [557]. I
should like to warn the House against the
generosity of the leader of the Opposition
and the member for North-East TFremantle
(Hon, W. C. Angwin). If the amendment is
carried, it will mean that we ghall confine
Thursday’s buginess within s period of 4%
hours. It has been noticeable in the past,
that the member. for North-East Fremantle
alone has readily occupied two hours of that
434 hours.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do not want any
change,

Mr. HARDWICK: I am afraid the hen.
member’s generosity towards the Govern-
ment i3 not toe great. I amy inclined to
think that when he moves an amendment of
thig kind his principal endeavour is to em-
barrasa the Government aa much as possible.

Hon. T. Walker: That is unfair.

Mr. HARDWICK: What T have said has
often been demonstrated, and the Govern-
ment need not look for any generosity from
that side of the House.
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Mr. Munsie: You have your machine guns
out to-day.

Mr. HARDWICK: We have already been
threatened with a number of ‘‘Jack John-
gons’’ and other big guns, which were said
1o be waiting for us when we met this ses-
sion. I trust that this idle and foolish
amendment will not be carried,

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) [6.0]: While
I am desirous of catching my train on Thurs-
day, I wish to assure the leader of the Qp-
position that members sitting on the Minis-
terial side of the House are quite sincere in
their desire to do their duty, and members
oan the Opposition side need have no fear
where those on the Ministerial side will be
when the wrgeney of the business necessi-
tates it. If in the interests of the House, the
business starting at 11 o’clock shonld go
vight through until Friday or even Saturday
morning, members on the Government side
are prepared to do their duty, but I was de-
sirons of leaving the closing hour in the
hands of the House. We might be able to
adjourn at eight or nine o’clock, The busi-
ness of the House should be conducted ac-
cording to the needs of the country.

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowuna) [6.3]: Tha
consistency of members is remarkable. Only
one reason has been given for sitting earlier
and that was the eonvenience of country
members, to eateh their trnins and get fo
their homes.

Mr, Johnston: Some of us would sit all day
if we eounld.

Hon. T. WALKER: The hon, member had
the chance just now of voting for all day
yet he voted against it. There is no consis-
teney at all en the part of members on the
Government side. The Premier generously
yielded to the promptings of the Country
party saying that they should be considered,
that their homes should be vigited like town
members. What is to enable them to get away
if there is to be no closing hour mentioned?
We are to take Ministers away from their
worlt in the day-time on Thuraday without
saving any time, and we shall sit onward
everv Thursday if no closing time is men-
tioned.  Analogics were made between the
work here and the work in the Federal Par-
liament,

Mr. .Johnston:
ment.

Hon. T. WALKER: Will the hon. member
deny that they did not fix the elosing hour
there?

Hon. P. Collier: They found it necessary in
the Federal Parliament.

Hon, T. WALKER: Because otherwise the
motion defeats itself. In the Federal Parlia-
ment the day sitting has a fixed time for clos-
ing and the Honse automatically closes at
that hour.

The Premier: Unless the House decides to
continue.

Mr. Johneten: What is the time of closing¥

Mon, P. Collier: Half-past four, I think.

M, Johnston: In this copy of ‘‘Hansard’’
whiech I have the Hounse adjourned at 3.20
a.m,

And the Vietorian Parlia-

Hon. T. WALEKER: We can reverse this
procedure next week if we think fit. To be
consistent we must fix the closing time. In
order that country members may not be
marked by being absent we must fix a closing
hour, If the purpose is to do all day work
and no night work, then we must cloge in
the day-time. I trust the House will not
make itself absolutely ridiculous by -talking
about day work when they mean all day and
all night work.

Amendment (to strike out ‘‘onwards'’)
put, and a division taken with the following
result: —

Ayes .. . . .. 8
Noes .. . .. .. 24
Majority against .. 16
AYES.
Mr. Apngwin Mr, Walker
Mr, Chesson Mr. Willcock
Mr. Collier Mpr, O’'Loghlen
Mr Jones (Teller.)
Mr, Lutey
NoOER.
Mr. Brown Mr. Munsie
Mr. Davies Mr. Nairn
Mr. Dureck Mr. Pllkington
Mr. Griffiths Mr. R. T. Robinson
Mr. Harrison Mr. Rocke
Mr. Hickmnit My, Stubbs
Mr. Hudson Mr. Teesdale
.Mr. Johnston Mr. Thomson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Veryard
Mr. Maley Mr. Willmott
Mr, Mliclell Mr. Hardwlick
Mr. Money (Tetier.)

Mr. Mullapy
Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [6.12]: I de-
sire to move a further amendment—

““That after ‘onwards’ the words ‘until

5 pm. and no longer unless by specific
motion of the House’ be added.”’
Mr., SPEAEKER: The hon. member's

amendment is not in order. The word ‘on-
wards’’ stood in the way before, and the
Honge has dealt with that by the amendment,
and it has been held that the word ‘‘on-
wards’’? ghall remain,

Hon. T. WALKER: I think we might have
a further amendment, ‘*That after ‘onwards’
the words ‘until the railway time-table al-
ters’ 77 be added.

Question as amended put and passed.

Sitting sospended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRECEDENCE.

On motion by the PREMIER (Hon. H. B.
Lefroy) ordered: ‘‘That on Tuesdays and
Thursdays Government business shall take pre-
cedence of all Motions and Orders of the
Day."’
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COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

Or motion by the PREMIER (Hon, H. B.
Lefroy) sessional committees were appointed
as follow:—

House Committee—Mr, Speaker, Mr. Grif-
fiths, Mr. Mullany, Mr. Nairn, and Mr. 0’Logh-
len.

Library  Committee—Mr,  Speaker,
Green, and Mr. Smith.

Standing Orders Committee—Mr. Speaker,
the Chairman of Commitiges, the Attorney Gen-
eral, Mr. Draper, and Mr. Walker.

Printing Committee—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
O'Loghlen, and Mr. Smith.

Mr,

BILL—SUPPLY, £1,431,000.
All Stages.

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. J.
Gardiner—Irwin) [7.34]: I move—

stPhat so muchk of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable reso-
Intions from the Committees of Supply, and
Ways and Means, to be reported and adopted
on the same day on which they shall have
passed those Committees, and also the pass-
ing of a Supply Bill through all its stages
in ons day, and to enable the business afore-
said to be entered upon and dealt with be-
fore the Address-in-reply is adopted.’”’
Question put and passed.

Message.
Message from the Governor received and
read, recommending appropriation in connee-
tion with the Bill.

Committee of Supply.
The Llovse having resolved inte Committee
of Supply, Mr. Stubbs in the Chair,
The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon, J.
Gardiner—Irwin)} [7.36]: I move—

‘iThat there be granted to His Majesty
on aceount of the service of the year end-
ing 30th June, 1918, a sum not exceeding
£1,431,000."

In agking the Committee to agree to graut
these supplies, let me explain that I am asking
for practically three montha’ supplies; that is,
to the end of September. All these supplies
have been estimated on last year’s expendi-
ture for the same term. In asking for them I
feel that an explanation is due to the Commit-
tee regarding the Annual Estimates; and T
also purpose explaining to the Committee, as
far ag possible, the position of Federal finance
revealed at the Treasurers’ Conference. It
will no doubt he rememhered that last session
T gave here a promise to endeavour to have
the Estimates ready for presentation at the
end of July. TUntil T left for Melbourne to
attend the Treasurers' conference, T held
steadily to that objective. Unfortunately, the
conference was fixed for the 17th July. T tried,
unguecessfully, to have it postponed until the
sacond week in August. T have no hesitaney
In saying that, had this been done, T shonld
have been able to redeem my promise and have
the Estimates down here prier to my leaving
for the Melbonrne conference. However, I
had to attend that conference, in order to look
after thia State’s interests, and also to the end

of having revealed to me, in company with the
other Treasurers, the position of the finances
of Australia. 1 did not return from the con-
ference to Western Australia until the last day
of July. On my arrival I found that the Bsti-
mates were all ready; but in compliance with
a unanimous resolution of the Treasurers’ con-
terence, that in the aggregate they should mot
exceed the expenditure of last year, these Esti-
mates had to be sent back for revision and eur-
tailment by various Ministers. This, 1 under-
stand, is now being finglly done; and Ministers
inform me that their Estimates are being cut
down to the irreducible minimum.

Mr. O’Loghlen: They always say that.

The COLONTAL TREASURER: I antiei-
pate, therefore, that so soon as the debate on
the Address-in-reply bas eoncluded, I shall be
in a position to deliver my Budget speech and
to lay the Estimates upon the Table. For
several reasons 1 regret that since my return
from Melbourne I have been compelied to spend
most of my time in bed, though I have been
trying my hardest to drive myself to work.
Ag T shall deal fully with local requirements
in my Budget speech, I do not propose saying
anything further on that aspect of our finances
at the present time, but shall merely ask the
Committee to pass these supplies. With the
kind tolerance of the Committee, I intend giv-
ing a short review of the financial position of
the Commonwealth as revealed at the Treas-
urers’ conference. From that conference every
State Treasnrer came away feeling that the
war ohligations of the Commonwealth, and the
taxation necessary to meet those obligations,
were such that it had hecome imperative for
the States to rely exclusively on their own
efforts to finance themselves during the war.
8o impressed were we all—both State and
Tederal authorities—with the position, that a
resolution was carried ‘‘That in the unani-
mous opinion of the Treasurers at this confer-
ence the ordinary apggregate expenditure of all
Conmmonwealth and State departments shall
not be further incrcased daring the war.'’
That resolution, of course. does not apply
to husiness concerns—the Railways, for in-
atance—where extra expenditure to obtain extra
revenue returns would be perfectly justified.
The pesition from heth a loan and a taxation
point  of view was laid befors us by
the Commonwenith Treasurer. Part of his
eommunication was to he regarded as confi-
dential, and T ean veveal to this Committec
only the hald points as dAisclosed tn the State
Treasnrers by the Commonwealth Treasurer.
Such ifems as were conveyved to nus in confi-
dence will only be revealed by the Common-
wealth Treasnrer when making his financial
statement. The loan requirements to carry on
the war, merely the loan requirementa, he in-
formed us, would be at least an extra 80
million pounds per anmmm for each vear that
the war continves, and praetically for two
vears after the war. That is the estimate laid
down, not only for the eurrency of the war,
but also. owing to the diffieulty of repatriating
our soldiers and getting thingas back into thair
nrdinary groove, for twe years after the war.
To bring home the interest obligation to the
Committee, who now consider Federal taxation
extremely bigh, let me say that last vear from
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direct taxation the Federal Government re-
ceived £7,400,000. And people said that was
very heavy. FEach additional war year’s in-
terest, to be provided by the Australian people
from now on, will amonnt to roughly £4,500,000
—that is, on the 80 millions sterling, Pensions
are inereaging at the rate of two million
pounds per amnmum; and there are other obli-
gations, in some cases insisted upon by the
British Government, which will probably ab-
sorb another million sterling per year. It
means that for every additional year the war
goes on, taxation muat increase at the rate of,
roughly, £7,500,000; that is, there will be
£7,500,000 annual inerease of taxation, If the
war lasts another year it will be necessary to
raise £15,000,000 a year through direet taxa-
tion, If the war ends in another year, we ghould
still have two further years’ war expenditure to
take into account. True, during those two years
we would not have the annual addition of two
millions to the pensions. But we would still
have to provide the £4,500,000 for the interest
bill, and probably another million in addition.
So that for those two extra years, if the war
ended in 12 months from now, it would be
necegsary for Australia to raise an additional
eleven millions sterling by taxation. Thus,
three years from now, providing for only one
more year of war, Australia’s direct taxation
bill will be at least 26 millions per annum, or
over £5 per head of the total population of
Aunstralia. Great Britain, of course, is at pre-
sent taxing herself very heavily. She is rais-
ing 19 per cent. of her war expenditure by
direct taxation. France is, T think, raising
approximately 16 per cent. of her war expendi-
ture by direet taxation. Germany is raising
only 4 per cent. by direet taxation. I want the
Committee to realise that we are only begin-
ning now to pay for our war expenditure, and
to make provision for the payment of interest
on that war expenditure. In addition to this
the Commonwealth have to face a declining
customs and excise revenue. It seems more
than poesible, from what we have seen in the
papers during the past few days, that there
will be an alteration of the tariff, and of
course they will endeavour to raise consider-
ably more money than is now being raised
from this souree.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Do you personally think it
is likely?

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I think it
ig quite likely. But let me show hon, membera
how the revemue from customs and excise is
falling. Tu the three weeks previons to our
gitting the customs revenue of the Common-
wealth deelined £360,000. Tt stands to reason
that that must be the case when shipping is
so short. Tt is quite possible that the position
may be rectified when the war is over, because
vessels will then be bringing back our troops
and no doubt alse a great amount of stuff on
which costoms duty will have to be paid.
Until that is done, however, everyone must see
that customs revenue must go on falling. I
want hon. members to follow me closely here.
The floating of the necessary local loans for
war purposes is going to be a great task in-
deed. And here is the disquieting phase of
this question. Of the 80 millions which we

have raised for war purposes, at least 50
millions of it is being paid away in England.
It can therefore easily be seen that unless there
is a corrective by the sale of our produets, it
cannot be a very great while before there is a
depletion of that money which goes to supply
these loans, which may well make us pause and
think of the seriousness of the position. It is
quite true that the money we are getting
for our wool will be a rectification of that to
some extent. Last ycar it amounted to about
42 millions sterling, That would have a
balancing effect. And it would be all right
if our cbligations were to cease there. There
is no disguising this fact, that so far as the
wheat erops are concerned it looks as if the
Commonwealth or the States, or both, had to

finance this question of paying for the
grain, It has been freely said, and also
freely believed, that the British Govern-

ment will not want one grain of our wheat.
If they did, they would have purchased Jast
vear’s crop. But they do not want it, and it
is quite reasonable and feasible to see that
that is the position. If my memory tells me
rightly, the members of the conference which
T attended were informed that the wheat
pool had been advised by the British Gov-
ernment that so far as c¢ould be seen it was
still a good proposition to grow wheat. But
the difficulty is to get that wheat to market.
Tt means that if the British Government do
not take the wheat the Commonwealth will
have to face the provision of between 25
and 30 millions to finance it on a 4s, basis.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Was not that doubt re-
moved?

The COLONIAL: TREASURER: It was
quite candidly said by the Acting Prime
Minister that they were trying to get the
British Government to puorchase the wheat,
but that if the British Government did so
it would be rather as a call of Empire than
o call of necessity. T am taking it that when
the Acting Prime Minister says a thing like
that he is talking authoritatively. The pros-
pect of the States borrowing for develop-
mental work was regarded as remote affer
the calendar year ending December, 1919, T
darcsay hon. members bave seen the result
of the flotation of the last loan. The re-
snlt was successfnl; it was more than over-
subseribed. It was ecrtainly wnderwritten,
but it was floated on the distinet understand-
ing with the British Government that it was
to be the last loan to be put on the market
for the development of the States during the
currency of the war.

Hon, P. Collier: Arc vou speaking of the
loan floated last week? It was only for a
small amount.

The COLONIAT TREASURER: About
£4,700,000. When we come to think of it,
it is hardly a fair thing that we should go to
Great DBritain for a loan for developmental
purposes, which could probably wait for more
fortunate times, when Britain herself has to
go to America to borrow money te carry on
the war. When the present Treasurer of the
Commonwealth took charge of the finances
we owed Great Britain something like 38
millions in connection with general war ex-
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penditure, So that we are asking Great Brit-
ain not only to buy our wheat and wool, but
we owed them that sum of money for finan-
cing us in connection with the war. We c¢an-
not get any more money from that source;
they will not let us float further loans. Hon.
members will clearly understand that, as we
are raising so much money for war purposes,
it will be utterly impossible for us to rely
upon local infiuences to give us what we re-
quire for developmental purposes. Every
finuncial institution has to provide money
for the taking up of war loans. Of the last
42 millions raised, the Associated Banks took
up something like 15 millions. It will thus
easily be seen that if there is to be a call on
the financial institutions it must lead to an
exhaustion which would prevent the possi-
bility of the success of a local Joan being
placed on the market except at a price which
would be hardly justifiable unless for some
extreme case of urgent necessity., The Fed-
eral Treasurer was guite candid with ns. He
told us he did not think that after December,
1919, we would be able to get any more
money. So far as Western Australia is con-
cerned, taking our loan expenditure on the
bagis of that of last year, and exercising the
utmost care, we can protect ourselves in that
regard up to December, 1919. To do that I
will have to take the £700,000 which was
promised me in January and which up to
now I have not touched. Then we have a
promise of an additional £250,000, making in
all £850,000. In connection with the alloca-
tion of the loan recently floated, it may seem
strange that Queensland and Vietoria got a
mach larger proportion than Western Aus-
tralia, South Australia, and Tasmania. But
if hon, members will carry their minds back
a little they will remember that Queensland
did not get anything from the first loan
which was floated, and that Vietoria did not
get any of the money promised by Lord For-
rest in January. That was why additional
provision had to be made for those two States
in the last allotment. The fly in the oint-
inent is the State of New South Wales. Ow-
ing to some prior arrangement, New South
Wales made a contract so that she could to
an extent borrow in the c¢ld country up to a
certain amount. That State thought she
was coming down pretty low, and only
wanted to borrow three and a half millions.
We tried fo get New South Wales into our
arrangement, because it was pointed out that
it was manifestly unfair to allow one State &
free rein while the other States had to put
up with what they could get, because they
recognised the financial position.

Hon. P. Collier: How will New South
Wales get on if the money market is closed
to Australia next year?

The COLONTAL TREASURER: The mar-
kat will certainly be closed to New South
Wales as well.

Hon. P. Collier:
row loeally.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Yes, or
come into the pool. But the pool will not be
able to get anything. That is the real posi-
tion.

Then she will have to bor-

Mr. O’Loghlen: I think they have an idea
that they will be able to borrow favourably in

America,

The COLONIAL TREASUREE: There
seems to be that idea, But let us be honest
with ourselves. Do we not think that it is a
happy pesition to be placed in when we must
eall a halt on extravagant borrowingi We
like to think that when we are hard up we
can borrow money. But looking at it from &
higher and broader standpeint, we should try
to develop our country without extravagance.
One can hardly help thinking that this restrie-
tion of unlimited horrowing is probably a
good thing in disguise for Australia. Now we
come to the suspension of the sinking fund.
As hon. members know, I tried to get the sink-
ing fund suspended, but the trustees in Lon-
don raised a distinet objection. I laid the
whole matter not ounly before the Treasurers
at the recent conference, but more particularly
before the Treasurer of the Commonwealth.
Wao learnt at the conference that New South
Wales, South Australia, and Queensland bad
suspended their sinking funds. Not one of
those States was in the same solid position as
is Western Australia. Speaking from memory,
our sinking fund stocks have a face value of
gsomething like £5558,000. T think the pur-
chase price of these amounts to a little over
five million pounds. So the difference be-
tween the purchase price and the face value
is made up by discounts. Our first maturing
loan of £2,600,000 will fall due in 1827.
Against that we hold stocks of the face value
of £1,733,000. So when it comes to the ques-
tion of redemption, we are in a good position.
But I pointed out that if from the outset
Western Australia is to go on struggling as she
is struggling now, the question of the sus-
pension of the sinking fund during the cur-
rency of the war is one of vital interest. Un-
fortunately, if I have to borrow the money at
six per cent., which will mean £18,000 a year,
it is poing to make the provision for the
sinking fund £334,000. Let me give you
the exact words of Mr. Watt, as officially re-
ported, Here is the excerpt from the report—

Mr. Watt promised to make proper re-
presentations to the Imperial authorities to
permit Western Australia to remit the sink-

g fund during the war. Western Australia

may rely upon the help of the Common-

wealth in the matter. Mr. Watt also said
that if concert were arrived at and the

Imperial Government demurred, the Com-

monwealth would have no ‘hestitation in

guaranteeing.
He said, ‘1 see your position and I think
you are not asking an untair thing to have
that suspended during the war, even if after
the war, say, two years after, by the infinitesi-
mal inereasing of the sinking fund you eventu-
ally get it back to somewhat the same stand-
ard,”” He asked me to put all the details be-
fore him, which I have dome, asking him to
cable the Imperial authorities so that if pos-
sible we may get a decision almost imme-
diately. We tried to ascertain what form
taxation would take, but we could get no in-
formation on that subject at all, except that
it was clearly conveyed tn us that taxsation
was going to be very heavy, that there would
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be few avenues left for the State to exploit,
and that exemptions would probably be cut
to the bone. That is the information which
L got at the Treasurers’ conference. I do not
want te have somebody saying in the Press
to-morrow that I made a dismal statement to
You. I presume the Committee would not
think much of me if they sent me to such a
conference and I did not attempt to bring
back the whole of the facts. Those are the
faets as ouilined by the Commonwealth
Trepsurer, and I am sure those facts must
make us realise that when it comes to the
financing of the war and of the respeetive
States over their present difficulties, the po-
aition is full of worries, worries which we
hope will be minimised as we tackle them. That
is the position, and I trust the Committee will
now pass the Supply Bill

Hon. P. COLLIEE (Boulder} {84]: I
should like first of all to proffer my sympathy
to the Treasurer in that he has been unfor-
tunate enough to catch the prevailing epidemic;
more particularly is he unfortunate since he
must be snowed under in the preparation of
the Budget. We listened with very great in-
terest to the statement made by the Treasurer
in regard to the finanecial position of the Com-
monwealth, Of course, after all, that has no
bearing upon this State, except in so far as it
affects our loan expenditure. There is ne doubt
the Gommonwealth, like the several States, is
faced with a difficult problem in financing the
war and in regard to the position that we
eannot hope to be financed from London in the
future, I do not know that that in itself will
be sneh an impossible task to impose on Aus-
tralia, beeause Australia ia one of the richest
countries in the world. There is more wealth
per head of population in Australia than in
any other country in the world. The ecensus
taken by the Commonwealth at the beginning
of the war revealed the fact that Australia is
an enormously wealthy country. If the Com-
monwealth should have diffienlty in raising
sufficient money by way of loan to finance the
war, it will be largely due to the fact that
these in possession of wealth are not too much
inclined to loan it

The Colanial Trensurer: There is a sugges-
tion that they are going to make them lend it.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Yes, a suggestion, but
I do not know whether it will get beyond the
suggestion stage; if it did, it would probably
save hundreds of thousands of ponnds that to-
day go in the endeavour to float the loans, If
we keep our cyes on the newspapers and gen-
erzlly on the campaign that will be conducted
from now to the eloring date of the loan, it
will be seen by the most easual observer that
enormous sums of money are expended in the
effort to raise the loan. Moreover, it must be
remembered that the interest on this oceasion
of 414 per cent. and five per cent, is a fur-
ther inducement to our wealthy people to sub-
geribe the neeessary funds. As pointed out by
the Treasurer, last year the value of our wool
clip amounted to £42,000,000, an increase, T
think, of £20,000,000 upon that of 1913,

Hon. B. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): You are wrong,

The Colonial Treasurer: Not far wrong.

Hon, P, COLLIER: [ am sure 1 am quite
right, Certainly the fGgures representing last
year’s value, £42,000,000, are correct, and the
inerease in value is something like £20,000,600.
If we can get that amount of additional in-
come from one industry alone, Australia ought
not to have any great difficulty in financing
its share of the war expenditure. Of course we
ghall have to face increased taxation by the
Commonwealth. From all appearances it seems
the Commonwealth Government are contemplat-
ing an inerease in the revenue duety, an increase
not of a protective character, not caleulated to
result in the establishment of industries, or in
the giving of greater assistance to industries
by way of protection. I think any increase in
the tariff will be confined entirely to the pur-
pose of raising revenue, most likely on those
items that are to-day in the free list, including
probably what has been known to tariff re-
formers as the ‘‘free breakfast table,’’ tea,
coffee, and other items of that c¢lass. DBut
whilst no doubt it i necessary on the pari of
the Commonwealth to increase taxation of this
description, and whilst T understand that the
State Treasurers, meeting the Commonwesalth
Treasurer at the conference, decided that the
States should not increase their expenditure
for this year over and above that of last year,
I do not know whether the State Treasurers
offered any advice to the Commonwealth auth-
orities as to how those authorities should cur-
tail their own expenditure.

The Colonial Treasurer: My word, we did.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Because if one Jooks
through the Commonwealth Estimates and other
financial documents, he will find that the Com-
monwealth expenditure is going on in so lavish
a manner that one would imagine the Com-
monwealth had millions to burn,

The Colonial Treasurer: Wo got an assur-
ance from the Commonwealth Treasurer that
he was going to do exactly the same as the
State Treasurers.

Fon. P. COLLIER: Well, I am hopeful of
better results in that direction from the pre-
sent Commonwealth Treanrer than there have
heen in the past, for he ceriainly seems to
realise the necessity for curtailing expenditure.
But, after all, the Treasurers’ conference as a
conference has nothing to do with revenue ex-
penditure in this or any other State. That is
entirely a matter for the Parliament of the
State. I do not know that the Treasurers’
conference was altogether wise in passing a
resolution that none of the States shounld in-
crease its revenue expenditure for this year:
because if a State Parlinment feels that it is
justified in inereasing its revenue expenditure,
and that hy so doing it will get immediate
refurny, the auestion is one entirely for the
judgment of that Parliament.

The Colonial Treasurer: 1T endeavoured to
make that clear to the eonference.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T agree with the Treas-
urer that perhaps it is a pgood thing for Aus-
tralia that the war has had the effeect of nut-
ting the hrake upon the expenditnre of hor-
rowed maney: it rertainlv haa had that cffect,
and perhaps the lesson will be a good ene for
the warious States T believe that the rate
at which loan funds have been expended in
the several States during the past 10 years
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could not continue without placing a very
heavy burden on the taxpayers in the meeting
of the interest and pinking funds om {hose
loans, It is satisfactory to kmow that in
regpeet of loan funds the Tremsurer iy safe
until the end of next year. Perhaps we ought
to take the adviee of Lord Forrest and say,
that no matter what comes after December of
next year, even if it be the Deluge, let us not

take a fenee until we reach it. That all
brings home the more keenly fo us
the nmecessity for curtailing expenditure

in our own State so far asg it is possible. In
regard to the position in this State, I want to
say at once that if T have any remarks to make
respecting our financial situation they are not
intended to apply to the Treaswrer personally
and direetly. Perhaps it would be as well for
the public to understand the position. Al-
though the State Treasurser usually has to
earry the burden of the whole of the finances
of the State, if they should not be at any time
satisfactory, there is a tendency to pile the
whole of the blame and responsibility upon his
shoulders. To anyone who has been hehind
the seenes, such as I and others who have held
office have been privileged to be, that is an
entirely unfair attitude for the public to adopt.

Hon. R. H, Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): It is not unfair; it is false.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is absolutely false,
and being false it is unfair. The Treasurer,
of course, does not administer any departments,
except one or two small sub-departments.
Whilst he controls the finances of the State
generally, as Treasurer, he has nothing what-
ever to do with the expenditure of the great
spending departments of the State, and has no
control over them. If there should be exces-
sive expenditure going on in any departments,
say the Railway Department, or the Mines or
Agrigulfural Departments, or any other, the
person who is entirely responsible for that ex-
penditure is the Minister in control of such
department.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary WMinis-
ter): Or Cabinet generally.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Yes, so far as that ex-
penditure is caused by the policy laid down
by Cabinet, Apart from this, the Treasurer has
nothing at all to do with it. He cannot go to
the Railway Department or any other depart-
ment and endeavour there to effect economies
or savings of his own volition. That is a
matter entirely for the Ministers. If the
finances of the State to-day are in an unsatis-
factory position—and there is no one who will
contend that they are otherwise--Y say that
the blame, if blame there be, so far as the
Government are concerned, might be equally
digtributed amongst all Ministers. 1 do not
propose to apportion the blame or resnonsi-
hility at all. The Treasurer, I believe, iz en-
deavouring personally to do his best, and I
also helieve that he is keenly imhued with the
necessity for reducing expenditure. How it
is he bas not been successful I will leave other
Ministers and their supporters to decide for
themselves.

Hon. R. H. Underwood {Honorary Minis-
ter): And the circumstances, too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am not going te take
the Treasurer to task for failing to have the

Budget brought down to the House in July as
promised,

The Colonial Treasurer: You suggesied that
you would forgive me if I did not have it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That was unofficially.
The Treasurer, however, has my forgiveness
at once. As a matter of fact I smiled when the
promise was made, becaugse I knew perfectly
well it was impossible for him to do so no
matter how well intentioned he might be, Had
he been here, and had he not heen out of the
State at all, T do not think it would have been
possible for him to have had the financial
statement brought down to the House in the
month of July, This would have been impos-
sible, for the reason that the Government would
not meet the Houge in July, and did not meet
it in faet until nearly the end of August. We
have practically arrived, therefore, at the same
stage as that at which the House has arrived
in previous sessions, and in previous Farlia-
ments, namely, that the expenditure for a fair
proportion of the year has had to be incurred
without Parliament having any authority or
control over that expenditure.

Hon. J, Mitchell: Two months have already
elapsed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, and the Treasurer
is now agking for three months’ supply to
cover one quarter of the year. We have the
position that oneg quarter of his expenditure
is to be authorised by this House to-night
simply in the form of a blank cheque, be-
cause it is not possible for members to dis-
cuss the expenditure in detail until the Esti-
mates are presented to them, and uwntil they
have had an opportunity of seanning the
public accounts for last year. I do think
that to this most important matter, the
finances of the State, the House would be
justified in giving some attention on the
gnestion of supply. This might possibly as-
sist the Treasurer in finally framing his Esti-
mates. It might alse give him an idea as to
what members thought generally with re-
gard to the financial situation as we now
find it. T should like to know whether there
is ineclnded in the amount we are asked to
vote the sum which the Government have
decided to grant as a subsidy to the company
which has recently heen formed in Western
Australin  for ship-building purposes, an
amount of £30,0008 The House wonld not be
justified in giving any authority off-hand to
the Government for the expenditure of that
money until we had received a statement
from the Minister concerned, and had an op-
pertunity of discussing it, I do not provose
to go into the merits of the quostion at all
at this stage. The Minister for Industries
will. no doubt, be able to make out a good
¢ase for the action that the Government have
taken. All the same, the House is entitled to
know more about this matter, I hope the
Minister concerned will take us into his con-
fidecoce at the earliest posgible opportunity,
and provide us with the full details and con-
ditions under which the money has been ad-
vanced. or wnder which it is propesed to ad-
vance it to that company,

The Colonial Treasurer: It has not been
advaneced yet. ' ‘



28 [ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. P. COLLIER: From what source will
the Treasurer get that money?

The Colonial Treasvrer: From the money
I get from the insurance companies.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is not included in
this supply?

The Colonial Treasurer: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Even if it comes from
the insurance companies the Treasurer will
have to get authority from Parliament be-
fore paying it.

The Ceolonial Treasurer: Quite so,
not give it unless we get authority.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know what
stage has now been reached, but if the con-
tract shonld be finalised before the Esti-
mates are presented to the House it will then
be too late for members to discuss it, or the
terms and eonditions of it. Tr passing this
vote, therefore, to-night, to enable the
Treasurer to carry on, and expend any sum
up to the amount which is voted to him in
any manner that he chooses until the end
of next month, it is possible that the sum
I have mentioned will be included in his ex-
penditure, I should like to know the posi-
tion in regard to the collection of taxes
under the Act affecting bookmakers and
others, passed last session. The Trea-
surer might inform the Houge as to
whether there is any truth in the state-
ment which has appeared in the Press, re-
garding the understanding which exists, or is
supposed to exist, between the Commissioner
of Taxation on the one hand, and the kerb-
stone and shop bookmaker on the other hand.
We ought to know before we pass this Sup-
ply Bill whether such an arrangement has
been made or not. I am not blaming the
Commissioner of Taxation, because no doubt
all he had to do was to take the literal in-
terpretation of the Act as it was placed be-
fore him. If it is worded in such 3 fashion
a3 to enable him to enter into sueh an ar-
rangement, as it is alleged he has entered
into, the fault lies with thiza House and not
with him.

ron. J. Mitehell: What iz the arrange-
ment?

Hon. P. COLLIER: [ venture to sav that
this House never aniicipated that any such
action would be taken. Tt is rather an ex-
traordinary thing that the Commissioner of
Taxation, whose sole duty is to colleet rev-
enue, shonld he able within a short peried
to locate all our street betting and shop book-
makers, and to enter into an arrangement
with them,

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): If he had located them he would put
them in gaol.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is extraordinary that
the Commissioner of Taxation should be able
to do this, and that the police authorities,
who are suppesed to control matters of this
kind, should be quite unable to do so.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): There ia a lot about bookmaking that
you do not understand, .

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am aware of that. T
am quite uwnsophisticated so far as bookmak-
ing is concerned. I hope the Treasurer will

We will

make it clear that no auch arrangement does
exist, and that if it has been made he will
step in and put a stop to it. Incidentally,
the Commissioner of Taxation might hand
over to the Commissioner of Police a list
and the addresses of all those with whom be
has been in communication during the mak-
ing of this arrangement. It speaks well for
the opinion which the Commissioner holds of
the bookmakers, for he ¢an have no check
upen them and must trust to their good faith
to tear up a ticket every time they make a
bet, and so contribute to the revenue in that
fashion. Whether or not the Taxation De-
partment has colleeted all that to which it
is entitled I do not know. If a bhookmaker
undertakes to do a thing I believe, from my
slight acquaintance with such people, that his
word will be found to be just as good as that
of any other citizen. I hope, without there
being any compulsion in the matter, that he
will not be found amiss to any greater degree
than citizens in any other walk of Jife, No
doubt the Treasurer hopes to bring down his
Estimates showing no increased expenditure
on that of last year. If we might judge from
the statement he made shortly after his re-
turn from the Eastern States there iz some
doubt as to whether he will be able to eut
down the expenditure to the level of that of
last year. The Treasurer has stated that he
had received a draft of the Estimates, and
that they exceeded by many thousands of
pounds the expenditure of last year. He said
these had been referred back to Ministers of
departments, and that it was to be hoped
that some substantial reduction would be
made. All through that interview I noticed,
if it could be construed in any way at all,
that the tone of it was in the nature of a
complaint against his colleagues. At least,
it was gvidence of the fact that his colleagues
at any rate had not succeeded in redueing
their expenditnre so as to bring it into line
with that of last year. He says that the
Edneation Department wants £18,000 more.
Who is responsible for that? If the Treas-
urer objects, and it is intended to keep the
cxpenditure in the Edueation Department
within the figures of last year, who is re-
sponsiblet

The Premier: The population of Western
Australia i3 inereasing. ;

Hon. B. H. Underwood (Honorary DMinis-
ter): The vote of last year showed the way
things were going.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The vote of last year
intended just what it said. Tt gove the Min-
ister of Education a certain amount, and the
Treasurer ¢omplains that this amount has
been increased by £18,000 in the draft Esti-
mates that he has received.

Hon., R, H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): Cut it down when yon have the Esti-
mates. You did not do so last year.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I am uvot referring to
last year. I am only dealing with the com-
plaints made by the Treasurer against his
colleague, the Minister for Education. The
fact that there was a complaint on his part
is borne out by the circumstance of his hav-
ing referred the Estimates baek to the Min-
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ister in question with instructions to cut
them down.

Hon. R. H., Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): I voted for a reduction last year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Honorary Min-
ister voted for s reduction then his vote hag
not much voiee in Cabinet.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minie-
ter): It did not have any in Parliament, let
alone in Cabinet.

Hon, P. COLLIER: If his vote and voice
hag no influence in this House, it should have
in Cabinet. T do not know whether he voted
for a reduction of the Edueation Estimates
tast year or uot.

Mon. R. H. underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): T did, and yon voted against it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member’s
vote will be most useful in Cabinet in cut-
ting down these votes.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Henorary Minis-
ter): Tt is no use in Parliament.

‘Hon. P. COLLIER: But there are fewer
members in Cabinet. The hon. member has
no doubt got the Treasurer with him, and
if he ean get one or two more ministers he
will have 2 majority with- him. I am not
eriticising at all but I am not going to allow
the hon. member to twist my remarks as
being a criticism of the expenditure of the
Education Department,

Hoa. R. H, Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): What are they?

Hon, P. COLLIER: Not that, I am refer-
ring to the criticism of the Colonial Trea-
surer against his colleague the Colonial See-
retary in sending him Estimates which pro-
vide for inereased expenditure of £18,000
beyond and above that of last year. There
is no getting away from that position. The
Treasurer says, had he been here, he wonld
have been in a position to bring down his
Budget in July.

The Colonial Treasurer: I said the seeond
week in August.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I think we had
reached the second week in Angust when the
Treasurer made a statement to the Press say-
ing that he had not yet received the draft
Estimates of the Minister for Railways.

The Colonial Treasurer: Those are
material in an ordinary way.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister for Rail-
ways had not supplied his Estimates in the
middle of August, according to the Trea-
surer’s own statement. I do not see any hope
of a reduction in the expenditure. It has
to be horne in mind that when the Govern-
ment say they are going to keep the expen-
ditore this year within the bounds of that of
last year that is no very great achievement,
when we recollect the fact that the expendi-
ture last year, or for the past two years, has
increased very eonsiderably over and above
the total expenditure for the financial year
ended 1916. The position is this: when the
party now in office replaced the Labour Gov-
crnment the expenditure had inereased right
along the line. The first year, for which the
Treasurer was nof responsible, there was an
increase shown and last year showed an in-
crease, so that if the Goevernmment succeed in

not

keeping the expenditure this year down t
that of last year, they will still be very eon
siderably in excess or advance.

Hon. J. Mitehell: There is the added in
terest.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is £200,000. I
is £200,000 for 1917 over 1916. It was £100
000 greater lagt year and £110,000 the yew
just eclosed. The <‘‘Statistical Abstract’
gives it at £111,000, so that the excess fo
the two years has been £211,000.

The Colopial Treasurer: Tt is estimatet
that it will be £03,000 more this year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No doubt the Trea
surer las later figures than T have, and pro
bably more corrcet. I am simply taking thy
fizures from the ‘‘Abstract’’ to the end o
June. We have to vote the Government sup
plies; they must have money to carry on
to pay the public ereditor, but I am not vot
ing it to them very enthusiastically.
think the House at least would be justifiec
in cutting down the amount they are aske
to vote now to such an amount as will merel;
suffice for the Government to carry on unti
the House hasg had an opportunity of con
sidering the financial statement, or Budget
but according to the position we are in w
are at the end of the month, and by the tim
the debate on the Addressin-reply i
completed, and the Treasurer has ha
an opportunity of  bringing down  hi
financial statement to the House, we shal
be approaching the end of Septemba
So that any amount less than that for thre
months now asked for does not seer
practicable. But at the same time
would like fto cmphasise the statement—i
does unot require really emphasising, for th
whole country know it, and no one knows i
better than the Treasurer, yet I feel I an
justified in saying that the Government hav
failed absolutely and entirely in their finan
cial administration, There is no questio
whatever about it and I notice the Treasure
now seems to take up the attitnude of blam
ing the man in the street, that is the public
He said in a statement to the Press quit
recently that he has been trying to make th
public realise the necessity for ecomomy, bu
apparently so far without suceess. Tt is m
uge endeavouring to place the blame and thi
responsibility on the public, becauge the pub
lic did realise it. If there was one thing 0
the nature of a definite instruction, or man
date, which the Government received abow
any ‘other in September last, it was that o
economy in public expenditure, That wa
the only definite, tangible policy that the;
put before the country—although there wa
nothing definite or tangible in it, it was onl
a vague general statement—that if returne
to power they would effeet economies b;
some miraculous method of amalgamation o
departments here and there. No details wen
given and none have been given so far, an{
it is 12 months now and the public have ne
vet had details of the economies effected by
way of amalgamation. I am not saying tha
some amalgamations have not been ecarriec
out, but if they have been the Govern
ment, iz their modesty, have kept the in
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formation to themselves. We hear of the re-
tirement of an officer here and the dismissal
of another there, but there has been no gen-
eral amalgamation of departments, no econo-
my, absolutetly none. There has been no attempt
—or if there has been an attempt it has been
an utter failore—on the part of the Govern-
ment to effect economy. I want to ask the Gov-
srument what their justification is for show-
ing imcressed expenditure after four years
>f war, over and above that which the State
was able to get along with in 1915 or 1916, The
Fovernment’s financial position is due largely
o the fact that they have given away ex-
senditure in many directions and taken such
tourse of action which has deprived them of
‘evenne at the demand of a section of their
mpporters. That is what has happened
n gome directions -withont getting com-
yensating  inereases im other direetions.
Nhat are we faced with now? Are we
toing to have the same expenditure this year
18 last? And T do not think the Treasurer
1as any hopes of doing better than that. Tak-
ng it at that position, and allowing for the
ncreased revenue received from the taxation
neagures passed last session, probably £240,-
W0 or £250,000, I do not know, we shall
till find ourselves at the end of the finzncial
‘ear we have now entered on in no better
ogition than during the financial year which
a3 just closed. I do not think there is any
wpe for it except for the Government to say
nite frankly and honestly that the finaneial
osition has got beyond them and that they
annot cope with it. Let them admit their
aflure and from the vast number of supporters
hey have, numbering 33 or 34, ask some of
hem to fake a hand in the business and see
£ they cannot do something better. That is
he position. I know the Treasurer took the
iatter up with great earnestness and hope
hat he was going to accomplish something in
he way of restoring the finances of the coun-
ry, but whatever has been the stumbling block
n the way, or what has prevented him, the
act stands out monumentally that the Gov-
riment have failed miserably and lamentably
o handle the finances of the State in any way
atisfactorily, and if the position continnes
—-TI do not want to be pessimistic—but if they
ontinne another year or two in the way in
vhich they are doing, I am afraid we shall
@ve to call on the Federal Government for
inaneial assistance in the direetion other than
hat in connection with the sinking fund.
\fter all, if the Trensurer succeeds, or if the
"ederal Treasurer assisting him succeeds, in
aving the payment to the sinking fund sus-
wended, it will be a great relief to the finances
f the country and a very justifiable one in the
resent eircumstances.  Whatever the ob-
tacle is, it is an outrageous injustice to the
axpayers of the country that we have to bor-
ow money at & per cent. in order to meet the
inking fund payments. Tt is a monstrous in-
ustice and T hope the Federal Treasurer will
neceed. I cannot understand any body of
air-minded men, or body of tfrustees in Lon-
on, standing in the way of the pesition when
‘s consider it in all its aspects. If the
reasurer succeeds it will be a good thing, and
load off his mind.

Mr. Smith: It will be the first act of bank-
ruptey—repudiation,

Hon, F. COLLIER: I do not agree with
the hon, member. He may ecall it repudiation,
or what he likes. If, in the circumstanees, it
is repudiation, it is justifiable, but it is not re-
pudiation. It is a justifiable and a reasonable
request which this SBtate might well make to
those in anthority; aad it is a very small re-
quest in comparison with some that bhave been
agked of, and have been conceded by, the
Heme Govermment to Australian States and
to other countries as well. If Great Britain
can lend her hundreds of millions of pounds
to countries which have virtually no security
te offer, and some of which are absolutely gone
now, it is not asking oo much that we should
have relief from the comparatively insigni-
ficant sum of £300,000 per annum, having re-
gard to the position which faces us. In any
case, no other State has to bear a payment of
thia kind; and therefore I hope the Treas-
wrer wiil suceeed in obtaining relief from this
payment in the future. At the present june-
ture I have no more to say, ¢xecept that I grant
supplies to the Government very relucantly
pending our having an opportunity te dis-
cuss the finances in detail. Whilst I per-
sonally am unable to see any prospect of im-
provement, I nevertheless trust that, somehow,
the Treasurer will be able to present to the
Committee some kind of a statement which
will show improvement at least upon that
statement with which we had to deal last
fession.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning) [8.47]: It had been my
intention to tell the House something con-
cerning the shipbuilding industry and the re-
lations of the Government to the shipbuild-
ing company in due course. If the leader of
the Opposition thinks the information might
have some bearing on the present Bill, and
desires that information now, I have it be-
fore me, and am only too glad to give it to
the Committee at once. The Government
leases the site at North Fremantle, to be sur-
veyed, to the company at a ground rent of
£50 per annum for 21 years, determinable (a)
at the option of the company at the end of
three, five, seven, or fonrteen years, at three
monthg? notice; or (b) by the Government
at any time at three montha’ notice &f
the land i3 required for extension of
the Fremantle harbour, or ag to the por-
tion north of Lukin-road, for railway pur-
poses; or (e) on the railway bridge being
removed. Tn the ecvent of the determination
of the lease under paragraph (b) or para-
graph (¢) an alternative site is to be pro-
vided at Preston Point, or, if available at
Rockingham; 13 aeres at Preston Point to
be held in reserve for the purpose, The Gov-
ernment will eéxpend £30,000 in the construe-
tion and equipment of a shipbuilding yard on
the site; the work to be carried out by the
company, on plans and specifications ap-
proved by the Government, in a proper and
workmanlike manner. The company will—
subject to the continuance of the lease, pay
the Government five per cent. per annum on
£30,000—that is to say, £1,500 a year—and
thereby, subject as aforesaid, repay the
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£30,000. The company will pay interest at
the rate of 514 per cent, per annum on
£30,000 for the firat year as advanced in pro-
gress payment, and subsequently on that
figure reduced by repayments at the rate of
£1,600 a year. That is to say, the interest will
be payable, so long as the lease continues, on
so much of the £30,000 as for the time being
remains uvnpaid. Until repayment of the
£30,000, the ecquipment and works are to be
the property of the Government as landlord;
but after repayment the company are to have
the ordinary rights of a tenant to remove
their trade fixtures as if such expenditure had
been originally made by the company out of
their own funds. In the event of a change
of site, the company are te remove the ship-
ping yard equipment tp the new site—to
which the lease will extend-—at their own
cost, to the satisfaction of the Government;
and the obligation of the company to liquid-
ate the balance of the £30,000 then outstand-
ing to be unaffected. Certain costs, a small
matter, to be incurred by the Works Depart-
ment and the Railway Department in making
the site available, are to be paid by the
company; for example, the removing of a
store and a tarring plant, and certain railway
sidings. As regards the 13 acres at Preston
Point to be reserved as an alternative site,
the company will have the option for a period
of seven years to purchase the fee simple
at £3,250, being £250 per aere; and in the
meantime, should the shipping yard be re-
moved to that site, rent will be payable at
five per ¢ent. per annum on that price, namely,
£162 10s, per annom; and sneh site will he
subgtituted as the leased premises. On a pur-
chage of the fee simple, the obligation of the
company to pay the balance of the said sum
of £30,000 by the instalinents aforesaid will
continune, At the present moment the survey
of the site, and the precise details in connec-
tion with it, have not been scttled. Tn fact,
there will he to-morrew a visit to Fremantle

of Ministera and departmental offieers,
the result of which T hope will he
to finalise the delimitation of the site
and the necessary  agreement as  to

detail with the wvarious departments con-
eerned, including the Railway and Works De-
partments and the Fremantle Marbour Trust,
The details of the site, and the survey of it,
and the details of the agreements which it
is proposed shall be entered into, and also the
leases, have of course yet to be submitted to
and approved by Cabinet. Tn conclusion, Ilet
me say that the original idea was that, what-
ever gite might be chosen, the money should
be spent on it and the company given a leasc
of it with & right of purchase. However, the
gite which appears to all parties to be the most
suitable—that is, the site alongside the rail-
way bridge at Fremantle—of course eannot be
leased to the company for a long period, nor
can the right of purchase to it be given to the
eompany, for the reason that this very ground
will some day be required for extension of the
Fremantle harbour. and when in Ane course it
ig required the railway bridge will come down;
and. furthermore, another railwav hridge will
cross the river, as is well known, somewhere
near Point Preston. Therefore the company

canuot be given the right to purchase tl
site; but another site will be substituted, -
which the material and the plant will be shifte
when those particular contingencies happen.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam) [8.56]:
do not want to discuss the question of shi
building to-night, but the statement read I
the Attorney General certainly needs some co
sideration, The bargain between the compa
and the Government seems very one-gideil.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is a good bargain £
the company.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes; but it has to |
remembered that shipbuilding is more or le
u national duty. I hope that before the agre
ment with the shipbuilding company is fine
ised, Parliament will be given an opportuni
of eonsidering it. Certainly it seems that tt
business of shipbuilding at £26 per ton shou
be profitable.

The Attorney Gemeral: Ameriea i3 payir
£10 per ton more than we for the same cla
of ship,

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Commonwealth Gover
ment pay £ per ton more than the contra
price.

Hon. 7. MITCHELL: At £26 per ton, unle
a great deal of the material, far more than »
lave been led to believe, has to be importe
or, rather, unless very little of the material
produced in this State, the buoilding of the
comparntively small ships at Fremantle oug
to be profitable. The important thing, ho
cver, is to insist on this work of re-establis
ing the shipping townage of the Old Land.
is extrpordinary to find that the Governme
are prepared to lend to this company,
se-urity which certainly will not be very siron
money at 515 per cent., when apparently -
have to pay more than 5% per eent. for t
money ourselves,

The Colonial Treasurer: Not for this.

Hon. J. MITCHELT:: But this is money
the hands of the Government.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Tt will have to he replac
by the Government.

on, 7. MITCHELL: Yes. The farmer,
are toll. must pay seven ner cent. because t!
moncy is costing the Govermment six per cer
Much of the mongy for which the farmer
paying seven per cent. was borrowed by o
friends opposite, when in office, at 414 per cer
1 hore the Committee will not do anythir
which will even appear to be an endorsemae:
of the agreement ouflined by the Atterm
General to-night. We ought to be given :
opportunity of fully discussing that agre
ment hefore the Government go any furthe
Ag it is with the leader of the Opposition,
it is with me: T think the Treasurer has pro
ably realised by this time that he is oulv m
man in the six departments, and that he veal
has but little contral himself over the wo
of the various departments, Twelve mont
ngo T pointed out to this Chamber that tl
I'reasurer does not control all the six depa
ments, and that financial success depends up:
the whole of the six Ministers. The Treasur
no doubt has the control of the purse.

Mr. ¥’Loghlen: Nominally.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Perhaps only nomi
nlly. Everv obligation of the State, of eonrs
has to be discharged: and if anything is to !
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achieved it must be by the efforts and the
good management of each separate department.
I faney the Treasurer is not quite so fully
responsible for the present financial sitvation
as he led us to believe we might expect him
to be. I would like to know from the Premier
why Parliament was not summoned earlisr to
vote supplies. So far as I know, there is no-
thing in the Constitution that justifies the
spending of considerable sums of money with-
out an Appropriation Bill

Mr, O'Loghlen: You, too, want to hustle
the Premier.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: That comes well from
the member for Northam,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, it comes very
well. I persomally was never responsible for
the expenditure of money without the approval
of Parliament. At any rate, there never was a
time like the present in which money was speunt.
And it is not only the spending of the money.
We know full well there are many obligations,
apart from those provided in the Constitution,
that have to be met. But it is the method
of expenditure, and the manner in which funds
are dealt with, that this Parliament has a per-
fect right to comsider and to discuss and fo

decide. However, Parliament has no control
at all. Two months of the financial year
have gone; and it will be two months
from now before we shall have the
details of expenditure, which ean be
intelligently  discussed  and  considered.

The Government should realise that we are
not going through ordinary times, that the
financial position is going from bad to worse.
The leader of the Opposition said that the
position of affairs when his party were in
power was much better; as a matter of fact
it was not. The actual deficit for the year
1915-16, allowing for the added interest bill,
was ahout equal to the true deficit of 1916-
17 and equal to the deficit of the year just
closed. There was the material difference,
however, that the people recognised that very
much more was done for them in the earlier
years than is being dome now. At the pre-
gent time the people are being denied faeili-
iies which they got in 1915-16 and 1916-17.

Houn. T. Walker: And in 1914-15,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T do not know about
1914-15. The guestion is just mow, what we
are going to get for our money. We are get-
ting less than we ever got in the history of
the State and the position will become more
hopeless day by day. A matter that needs
explanation is where the expenditure last
year of £16,000 by the Agricnltural Bank has
disappeared and where the £21,000 for work-
ers’ homes has gone. These are things which
should be explained, and no doubt they will
be explained when the Estimates are under
discussion, I eannot hold the Treasurer res-
ponsible for the late calling together of Par-
liament; the Premier will have to answer for
that. There can be no reasonable excuse
for not calling Parliament together earlier.
I do not know how expenditure has heen
approved without Parliament first being coxn-
sulted. Hon. members in such circumstances
have no control over the expenditure of the
first four months of this year.

Mr. O’Loghlen: It is not the first time it
has happened.

Hon. .J. MITOHELL: It is the first time
it has happened under such circumstances
and I hope it will be the last. It is idle for
hon, members to believe they have control
over expenditure when they have not. I
notice a statement was made by the Trea-
surer the other day that he had to provide
£478,000 for the Industries Assistance Board,
but he holds wheat certificates of the
valne of £338,000, which can be set against
that sum, Tt is impossible to ascertain from
the figures where the £478,000 has gone. Tt
struek me as strange that £478,000 ecould
have been spent by the Industries Board
within three months, There is some explana-
tion, of course, but it does seem strange that
80 large a sum should be used in so short a
time. It is true as the leader of the Oppo-
gition said that the Treasurer did not deal
with the finaneial position of the State, but
dealt with that of the Commonwealth, and
the financing of the war. Of course, that is
interesting, but it is a strange thing that
notwithstanding all that has been borrowed
in Australia during the last year, the depos-
ita in the banks of Australia are larger to-
day than they have ever been. During the
Iast 12 months these deposits increased by
19 million pounds. It is a wonderful in-

crease, due, of course, to the satisfactory
pale of our produce, We have been told to-
night that the wool proeeeds last year

amounted to 42 millions sterling. During the
past three years the enormous sum of 77
millions has been paid for Anstralian wheat.
When we talk of reducing the production of
wheat, we have that reduction, because this
year the yield will be 60 million bushels less
than in 1915-16. The amount advanced on
the 1917-18 erop is about 15 millions, I hope
it may be 25 millions next year as the Trea-
surer anticipates. I hope the Freasurer will
bring down his estimates as soon as possible.
He says that we cap have them when the
debate on the Address-in-reply is concluded.
T do not know how long that debate will last;
it should not last more than two or three
weeks. With regard to the sinking fund, it
is o perfeetly reasonable propesal to suspend
it. For many reasons it should not be econ-
sidered as a serious part of ounr amnual
deficif. We have berrowed our money in
order that we may invest it in business con.
eerns, railways, and harbours, and some of it
has gone into trading congerns which have
not been wvery useful to the community,

Mr. O'Loghlen, Which concerns?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Many of them, eon-
cerns which cannot now be used.

Hon. T. Walker: A good deal has gone into
the agricultural industry.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: And with very good
results to the State,

Hon, T. Walker: Not always.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The money invested
in our railways cannot be made to earn a
satisfaetory profit, because the haulage is not
there. We should do something to relieve
ourselves of the payment of £300,000 a year
towards the sinking fund. I hope the Pre-
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mier will explain why Parliament was not
called together until the end of August, and
I hope hon. members will insist on getting
an opportunity to diseuss the financial posi-
tion. I do not know what will happen to the
State if the present drift is allowed to con-
tinne. It should be regarded as serious even
by the Government, and something will have
to be done to check it. The Treasurer has
told us that we need mot expect to be able
to borrow any money for an indefinite time,
There must be an end to borrowing to cover
the deficit, and we should do everything that
is possible to gain that result. To-day there
is really no Qdifference between loan and re-
venue expenditure; we are not spending
much of the money we are borrowing on pub-
lic works; it is largely going to meet re-
venua charges. That is a deplorable state
of affairs. I do not say that the present, or
any other Government, are responsible for it;
it is due to a combination of circumstances,
but we can control the situation te a much
greater extent and in a more satisfactory
manner than we are now doing. I hope the
Treasurer will realise that he is powerless
to do very much for this State unless he has
the whole-hearted co-operation of every other
Minister. There must be united effort, and
it must also be continuous. T do net care
which department of State it may be, there
cannot be any possible chance of good man-
agement nnless the Minister is made to feel
that he is responsible. In times like these
it is unfortunate for the Treasurer that he
is not also Premier,

The Colonial Treasurer:
worries of my own.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T am aware of that,
but the other Ministers would probably have
a few more worries if the Treasurer were also
Premier, beeause he would then have a differ-
ent control. However, it is futile to discuss
in a general way the amount we are asked to
vote, because two-thirds of it has already been
spent. We ean promise the Treasurer that we
shall display a keen interest in the Estimates
when he submits them for the consideration
of the House.

Hon: W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle [9.14] : One would have thought by
the statement made to-night that the Parlia-
ment of this SBtate would not have heen aware
of the necessity to exereise economy unless they
had been told by the Treasurers of the other
States, The Treasvrers met together and told
the Parliament of Weatern Australia that it
was important that every eeconomy should be
exercised. ‘‘You must not expend any more
money this year than you expended last year.’’
Why, I find that when the Treasurer introduced
his Estimates last year he said this—

Now we come to the question of economy
in administration, and T wish to make an
explanation to the Committee upon a matter
in which I am personally concerned. I made
a3 pledge to the House and the country that
as far as lay in my power I would en-
deavour to effect an economy in the adminis-
tration of the State, and, if T remain in
my present office T am going to endeavour
to redeem that promise. In this I have

T have enough

the fullest sympathy and concurrence of mj

colleagues.
The Treasurer at that time had the fullew
sympathy of his colleagnes. He has bad noth
ing elae ever sinece. It has been Bympathy al
the time. Take the Lands Department: an in
creage in expenditore this year over that o!
last year. Take the Works Department: ¢
large increase this year over last year. Ho
too, with other departments. Yet we are told
there is necessity for economy. Unfortunatelj
Ministers did not find this out until after the
Treagurers’ conference. They have been pre
paring their Estimates. Those Estimates hav
been sent to the Treasurer and the Treasure
has sent them back again, reminding Min
isters of the results of the Treasurers’ con-
ference, with the remark, ‘‘You must cu
down to last year’s expenditure.’’ When I
saw the Treasurer’s statement in the Press &
the effect that Miniaters had been instructec
to eut down to last year’s expenditure, it wa
surprising to me, because last year we wer(
told that the Government had exercised very
great economy in administration during th
few months they bad been in office and tha
although the economy did not show in las
year’s Nstimates, it would certainly appem
in the Estimates of this year. Now we haw
that wonderful resolution passed at the Treas
urers’ conference that expenditure must noi
exceedl the expenditure of last year, and ir
consequence I expected to see a reduction o1
last year’s figures, Last year the Premie
said—

It is almost an impossibility for the Gov
ernment to square the finances in one year
but Ministers will be able to tell where
many economics have heen effected during
the last 12 maonths.

Where is the economy effected in the Supply
Bill before us to-might, a Bill for a millior
and a half, one-fourth the expenditure of the
whole year, without any curtailment at allf
The Premier went on to say—

It is not probable that there will be
much saving this financial year owing to the
allowances wheh bhave been granted fo
abolition of office and in some cases the
pensions which have been given.

They could not show it last year, but they were
going to show it thiz year., Yet the same
thing lias gone on. Again, last year the Pre-
mier said—

Hon, members opposite know as well as
hon. members on this side know that the
Government are engaged in effecting econo-
mies in every possible direction in the ad-
minigtration of the country,

Those were the statements of the Premier, the
mouthpiece of the Government—aoconomies are
being practised everywhere. Yet we find
that the same amount is required for the first
three months of this year as has been re.
guired previously. One remark made by the
Premier last year which T have overlooked
probably has a good deal to do with the
position. The Premier, following on an in-
terjection by the member for Forrest, said,
'#We shall be able to straighten our finances
by-end-bye.’” We have to look ahead, and
no doubt when that by-and-bye arrives the
finances will be in a far better condition, I
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had thought to see this year the effect of the
economies which the Government last year
professed to have made; but when we are
told that we are going to adhere to the de-
dsion arrived at at the Treaserers’ confer-
ance, it shows we are going from bad to
worse. There is no necessity for Billy Hol-
man, the Premier of New South Wales, to
tell us how to manage our affmirs here, any
more than there is for Billy Hughes to go to
England to give similar advice there. We
tnow the position here better than does the
Premier of New South Wales, The position
8 becoming very acute outside. The people
»f the State arc losing faith in the Govern-
nent. They are realising that the promises
f the Government are not being kept, and
chat the business acnmen which everybody
ixpected of the Government is Dot being
thown, that indeed we are drifting om in
he same old way. The only reason why the
Zabour Government went out from office was
‘he condition of the finances. The only rea-
on given to the public was that the Labour
Jovernment did not possess the business
weumen  necessary to the earrying on of
he affairs of the State without running uwp
v large deficit. Tet each year since the
sabour Government went out of office the
lefieit has been more thar double what it
vag under the administration of that Gov-
rnment. To me it proves coneclusively that
Ministera are not exercising in their offices
hat diligence neccssary to enable them to
teep their expenditure within bounda. I
ave every sympathy with the Treasurer, for
" know what hia position is. He cannot go
o his colleague and say, ‘“You are not going
o have this.”’ The late Sir George Turner
vag  the only Auwstralian Treasurer who
wver went that far Ministers shounld
e given clearly to understand that they must
urtail expenditure as against that whieh oh-
ained at the beginning of the war. I do not
ntend to take up any more time. I merely
ose to point out that there was no necessity
‘or the Tremamrers’ conference to draw the
ttention of this Parliament to the urgent
teed for economy in this State,

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Hon. T.
Jardiner—Irwin—in veply} [9.25]: T appre-
siate the remarks of the leader of the Opposi-
T am afraid that if T had been in his

Jon,
slace my remarks would have been even
tronger. His knowledge tells him that there

s in the present financial position much which
10 Treasurer, no Covernment eould have
woided. If we look at what has gone behind
18 during the last 12 months it will be realised
hat there were circumstances which nobody
would control. Onutside of that T have not the
flightest objection to any remark which fell
rom the leader of the Opposition. Certainly
1e referred to street hetfing, but T think I got
ingt as muech shock over that as he did when
1e saw the article in the newspaper. It is one
f the drawbacks of knowing little or nothing
1bout betting, That was a measure to get
noney from bookmakers on a racecourse, but
t never entered my mind that there was a pos-
ibility of its operating to extract money from
hem in shops and on the street. T at once

wrote off to the Commissioner of Taxation to
know what was necessary to straighten out
the position. As a Treasurer I may be hard up
for money, but I have no desire to get it that
way. The member for Northam (Hon. J. Mit-
chell) amuses me, One cannot help being
amused at times, I do not think I have ever
once referred to the shortcomings of anybody
who preceded me. What i3 the use of it, what
ice daes it cut?  Almost every Clovernment
have sinned on the question of delay in bring-
ing in their finaneial proposals, and almost
every Government have sinned in the spending
of money without authorisation, If they have
not done these things in onme way they have
done them in other ways, I happened to he at
the opening of Parliament in South Australia.
On the last day in July the Government came
along for supplies. I and my colleagues have
striven to get our Estimates ready according
to promise. Before the close of last session
the leader of the Opposition said, ‘*We shall be
up to the time for which you promised the Es-
timates before Parliament adjourns.’’  That
wag the position, We were here practically to
the end of May. I have those Eatimates ready,
and I would have presented them here to keep
my promise to the House. To listen to re-
marks one would think no economies had been
effected. Lnst year we closed operations with
£5,000 more deficit than in the previous year;
but how much additional interest did we bave
to pay? There was £25000 extra for wages,
£25,000 extra for floods, and nearly £40,000 for
loss on cattle.

Hon. P. Collier: Ewvery Government bhave
their. unforeseen expenditure. The only in-
crease to which the Treasurer can legitimately
call attention is the interest bill.

-The COLONTAL TREASURER: When we
eonsider that we met all these extra things out
of practically the same revenmue as that of the
previous year, without any additional taxation,
we must see that there i3 some sound evidence
that we have been looking into things and
trying to effect economy.

Hon, P. Collier: There was an extra £25,000
from the land and income tax.

The COLONIAL: TREASURER: It has all
gone.

Hon. P. Collier:
this year,

The COLONTAL TREASURER: Yes. Now
we have the member for Northam (Hon. J.
Miteliell) saying that things must be squared.
There was the exhibition in the House over
the taxation measures I left here, which showed
that there was no honest endeavour to square
the matter by taxation. In those measures
there was provision for the interest of every-
body, The member for Northam then says,
““Oh, it has to be fixed.’” I told the House
that, but with what result? The supertax that
T ought to have I did not get a penny of, but
finished up with less than I had. I had a
dividend duties Bill with a supertax added
on hot this had to be reealled in commen

You are short of that muech

Justice.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government were
to hlame.

Hon. P. Collier: Your ecolleagues voted
against it,
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The COLONTAL TREASURER: I do not
want it to be preached to me that we have to
square things, while at the same time that
preaching is not practised in the House. That
is not fair, Wa all realise the diffienlty we
are in. If the leader of the Opposition was in
my place to-morrow, I would give him the
same promise that I gave to the Government
before, namely that I would help them in
every way possible. I do not want any char-
ity in the House, neither do I wish to be
singled out at the expense of my colleagues.
It is a difficult time and o difficult task. If
the House, as it did by its vote, says that
education must not be curtailed, what am I to
do? Not only has this become the policy of
the Government, but it has become the policy
of the country. Members here ean make and
unmake Governments, but if they are going
to say that certain things are sacrosanct, what
is the good of anyome talking about reducing
them? Take our hospital grants, and our do-
mestic grants! Do members know what our
domestic expenditure comes to in the year?
It comes to somewhere about £850,000. How
am I to get the money to carry on these ser-
vices§

Mr. Holman: Where does it all gof

The COLONIAL TREASURER: On edu-
cation, gacls, medical and health, sanaforiums,
and things of that sort. That is where we
have to put it. The general administration
of the State has to be looked after and prob-
ably wonld not involve a very muoeh greater
expenditure than £480,000, but included in the
general administration of the State are the
Agricultural Bank, the Savings Bank, the
Taxation Department, ete. It does not matter
how much we ecut into that expenditure, we
cannot effect a big saving. The member for
North-East Fremantle put his finger on the
difficnlty and we are trying to get over it. He
says that in the amalgamation of departments
we have to make spaee. We have made some
air space and have amalgamated some of the
departments. The Minister for Works has got
rid of about 100 of his officers altogether. In
my own place we have got rid of six or seven
officers. I do not want any wholesale sack-
ing. Jf we have 11 or 12 months iz Parlia-
ment we cannot be expected to put these things
right.

Hon. P. Collier:  Judging by to-day we
shall be here for the rest of the year.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: TIf mem-
bers want to sit in the day time, they will have
to work. We had experience of it last session.
T do not mind any eriticism that can he levelled
at me. T say that now is the time to critieise.
It is for members to keep us straight by eriti-
cism, if we need to be kept straight. No man
is going to objeet to it, and if he does he does
not want to do a fair thing. Let hon. mem-
bers criticise by every means in their power.
It is from criticism that we can be brought to
see our fanlts. With regard to the econference,
if I was able to say all that took place there,
evert the member for North-East Fremantle
(Hon, W. C, Angwin) would agree that there
was a position which showed that probably weo
were not free agents as we wonld like to be.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The responsibility is

more with the Federal authorities than amy
others, -

The COLONIAL TREASURER: We know
that. The position has become apparent not
only to people in Australia but to peocple out-
gide. Sometimes the people outside Australia
have to find the money for the purpose of
carrying on Australia,

Question put and passed; resolution reported
and the report adopted.

Supply Bill introduced, ete.
Resolution in Committee of Ways and Means
having been passed,.a Supply Bill waa brought
in providing for the expenditure of £1,431-
000
Bill passed through its remaining stages and
transmitted to the Legislative Couneil.

House adjourned at 9.45 p.m.

TLegislative Council,
Wednesday, 88th August, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Question on Notice’’ see ‘‘Min:
utes of Proceedings.’”}

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

Ou motions by the COLONIAL SECRE
TARY (Hon. H. P. Colebatich), sessional com-
mittees were appointed as follow:-—

Standing Orders: The President, the Chair
man of Committees, Hon, J, Nicholson, Hon
A. Sanderson, and the mover,

Library: Hon. W. Kingsmill, Hon. H. Mil
lington, and Hon, J. F. Allen.

Printing: Hon. Sir E. H, Wittenoom, Hon
R. G. Ardagh, and Hon. A. Sanderson,

Mouse: Houn. W. Kingsmill, Hon. J. Duf
fell, Hor. R. J. Lynn, Hon. H. Millington
and Hon. J. Nicholson.

BILL—SUPPLY, £1,431,000.
All Stages.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H
P. Colebatech-—East) [4.40]. 1 move—
*‘That so much of the Standing Orders
be suspended as is necessary to enable :
Supply Bill to be taken into consideratior
imnmediately on its receipt from the Legis
lative Assembly, and passed through al
its stages during this sitting.?’
This motion is the usual one tabled in sucl
cireumstances.  The Supply Bill  passec



